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i. By the early part of the twentioth century Tsarist Russia had suceseded in i 
wvesting from the Gredies hegemcry over the Ort hodex Churches of the Arab _ : 
world.both through the considersble sums of money that Russia spent on ‘ae i 


enured and by the fact that Rucsia gave her protection to the church. 
Ghurc leaders went to Russia fac their education and the church acquired. 
a considerable munher of Ruse ay characters, ses Most of the present 
Giravahy of the Patriar chat. - tis 7 vais arreee 
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After the Rokshevik revo Luti. 


fy When all connections with Russie were saveretl, 


wné Orthodex Church in the Levint faced the problems of fins nee aad. | 
education, With no outside a, the Church aadladministered and inks: 
2} 


spoprleted Lis rich religiinws bequests (awgaf) and, with Russian h nighe 
nocls eloselte them, the cle: ‘gy fell into immorance and the Lad ity, a 
having few sehools of its own ond ne colleges, was far: ei to athend the : 
numerous GathoLica schools whisa enjoyed the : suppore of the Latin. POVeLE » 


a 


“» & Dew era of hope opened for the Orthodox Charch members of the Lev 


a vant saith - the 
mening In 19h of the Legat‘on In Beirut py the Soviet Uni Lon, which had by 
Then abandoned its orevious antierelintious stand and had become the protector 
“of the Orthodex Chuech. Scriet propaganda reechad not omly the Orthodo:: 
Uassas, Lar teo ienorant te have any coneep nof the true position of the’ 
Ghurch jin the Soviet Un son, Dub alse these thenbéite of the Orthodox helrarciiy ' 
who Were vena ar foolish sinugh to shut their eyss to xe veal. ity. The fatriarch 
: loch, Alexander Tabhar, a man of eighty. tives, Was influenced oy the 
soviet oreparganda, but the cr cy two men with sufftietens educatioa or prastige 
to sucecsed Tahhen as Patriarch are not considered pro-~Sovies, One, the : 
POL politan fqnatiue Hureykih of Ua: wa, follows a strong Arab nati tonalist line. E 
i more Likely coididate for the offie 28s Theodosi 11g AbueRujay? lly 
¥ ter: oliten of tyre, Sidon, and _Devendencies S, is highly respected and lnown : 
25X1A for bis anti~Soviet attitude. Comment. Accor “ding to a publie apncuncenent,, 
AbueRujayli was trans ferred in October ta the important Gee of Tripol: F 


CONFIDENTIAL 


TRIBUTION ne -“ acs ne ee 


ao siege |" Decument. No.! 
ie hereby regraded. to}... duit 


4 zd 
aan 

z 7 
= 
E 
foo! 
tetoom p 


document 
ie OSTAL in accordance with the 


1978 from the 
iter of 16 October 

‘piece of Central intetligence to the | 
Archivist of the United States. 


Date: a 


Next | Re 


29X1A 


6; 


Te 


Approved For Release 2001/11/23 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002000580011-8 7 


os SECRET . 
CONFIDENTIAL 


29X1A 


CENTRAL INTELLIGEUCE AGENCY ao 


omens 


vacant, for many yearse He was replaced in South Lebanon by Bulos Khuri, 
who is reported by a source with good contacts in the church to be antie 
communists He is the brether of Fahim Khuri, leader of the Usbat 
aletAnal al-Qawmi /Neague of National action/, and brother-in-law of 
‘Abdullah Qubrusi, head off the political contaltties of the Syrian 

Popular Party.) 


The Sovists have, therefore, found other candidates, one of whom is 

Diyas Salibi, the Metropolitan of Beirut. A man of low social origin 

and very little education, Salibi has managed to enrich himself through 
misappropriation of the religious bequests which he controls. Politically, 
Salibi hes made an alliance with Habib Abu-Shahlah, Greek Orthodox deputy 
from Mt. Lebanon and lawyer for Tapline, and Nigola Rizqal.lah, Muhafis 

of Beirut, which alliance source states has been advantageous to all. threes 
Salibi proclaims openly that the Soviet Union is going to win the "coming 
wer with the West," and thet the Patriarchate of Antioch should "jump on 
the band=wagon.® Source states positively that Salibi does not take money 
from the Soviets but is following the Soviet line because he hopes that 
they will make hin the next Patriarch of Antioch, He is also spending 
considerable sums of money to ensure his election. Salibi has great 
influencs over Patriarch Tehban, who has been heard to echo Salibi's 
statements on an eventual. Soviet victoxy. 


Other soviet supporters in the Church in addition to Salibi are 
Archbishop Karam, Metropolitan of Mt. Lebanon, who source states, definitely 
takes money from the Soviets, and Archimandrite Samahsh, who is a Soviet 
Intelligence agento MEO Connect. For previous statements concerning 
this. intelligence activity of Sansahah and for information or. Karam, 
ca 25X1A 


At the celebrations of the 500th Amiversary of the Moscow Church, held 

in Meseow da July 1918, which the representatives of the Patriarch of Antioch 
attended with an eye to the reestablishment of the sama direct financial. 
assistance which Antioch had enjoyed under the tsars, Samahah proposed.a . 
toast to Stalin as the "deferder of the Orthodox Church.” Source states 

that the reprasentatives of the Patriarchate of Antioch evidently made a 
poor impression on thelr Russian colleagues, 


When the Russians began to present pre-arranged resolutions which were 
in conflict with what the Greek menbers of the Church thought to be the: 
real reason for the gathering (ices the anniversary celebration of the 
Moscow Church), the Greek members left the conference, The 2 
Anticch representatives, despite the warnings of the Greek monbars of 
the Church, then joined In anti~Papal resolutions. The only material. 
gain that Antioch received from the Soviets, however, was a promise of 
the revenne of one church in Moscows 
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{. Semahah was left behing by the delegation in Moscow ostensibly to 
areange for the revenue of the church promised by the Soviets, but 
probsbly also to give certain assistance to the Soviets to gnable 
than to strengthen their hold on the Patriarchate of Antioch, 


. sorrce claims. However, considerable pressure is being exerted for 
the recall of Samahah from Moscow, but there is also talk ef sending 
Deaton Sasileos Qavan, brother of Coumunist Fuad Gazan, in his stead. 
Gagan bas commenced to Learn Russian. mer Commente A second source 25X1A 
rith good ecowtacts in the Orthodox Churen stated that Geaan had bean 


transferred te Aleppo under Archbishop Raphael Nime, an enemy of the 
present Patriarch, } 


when the Patriarch was questioned 
ne poviet seminars, ne answered that there were no suitable 
The Greek Government offered to put three students through 
the corlesiastical school. at Gorinth, amd the Greek Church of fered 

3 bore students still hicher training. 


29X1X 


the Greek Govarrment had offered 
tO poy Ghree Students Gnrouph ecclesiastical sehool, and adds that 

tne Patriaren said that he did not have anyone at the mement te send, . 
obyvinussy refusing to accept this offer for fear of offending the Sovieta. 
AG prasent there are students from tha Antioch Patriarchate in both of the 
dussian seclesiastleal schools at Paris, one of which backa the presents 
reghae in lussiay end the other of wirieh is White Russian, 
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Li. Another question to be solved by the Church is the matter of a Russian 
eiest to be delegated to the Patriarchate of Antioch as a liaison man. 
There is already a Qussion helping the Patriarch, a laynan named Bogolyibski , 
o claims to be a White Russian, but whose true allesisnes is uncerlal nip 
source Stabede Comment, For additiona). information on 
Sopoiyubsicl Bogoliowsk?, iit o) The priest who used to serve 29K1A 
be Russian commnity fn Retrul, Archimendrite Simeon Mikitin, has 
departed but is certain to be replaced. 7 fommant. A Maronite source. 25X1A 
stated ou i3 October that Pather 3ichkev nad been appointed to serve the — 
asian eommu« ys} . 
Le - 


The Greeks, to courberact crowing Soviet influence, hava tried to bave 
tae Patriareh of Aartbioch accept a liaison man from the Creeic Charels « 

wheip candidate for chis oocition 
‘who vecontly arrived in Beirut as 
Moraitakis wag educated at, the Orthodox School in fasy. Rumania, and is 


a tien oF high calibers, Reeentily ke has been expelled by the Soviets . 
from Rumaniie, where he had been the chavlain to the Q@raek Lecetion in 
Nucharest end later was with the Swiss legation, where he was working 25X 1A 


ay the tins of his expulsion. Comments Moraitalcia is 
possioly identical with Bishop Moratinos $Y Horiatakis” who reportedly 
has beer expelled from Rumeria recently for anti~Commmist actiyitiss 
kK. was Peported to be in Grecce. MM) Moraitakis haa been precented to 25X1A 
Babeiaren of Arvbioca, who does not wart to accept lim as a delesste 

trom the Greek Church, possibly fearing that the Russiens could then demand 

the same privilege, cource statesa 
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125 Although a meeting of the Holy Synod is due, when most of these 
guestions wight be expected te be discussed openly, the Synod wey 
be postponed for some time, not only as Arebbishop Karam is iil, 
but also as the Patriarch of Antioch is not anxious for a nese binge 
Source stated that the reason for the Patriarch's opposition is 
that his enemy, the Archbishop Raphael Nimr, wishes to bring up 
a scendal embarcasing te the Patriarch, which accuses him of 
sailing for his om benefit certain “awfag" land belonging to the 
convent of Belemend in Kura Qazah, near Tripoli. ae Comment o. O5X1A 
A mention of this appeared in the Belrut newspepaer r al-Nahar ¢ on 
15 Septexber, } 
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